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Judaism says that the idea of the self-contained man is wrong and leads to
great abuses. A person can only reach great heights by relating to otherséﬁhmw

ﬁonﬂ'
It's hard but the only way.

Today we read the Akedah. Abraham's great task. We learn how Abraham was
commanded to take Isaac and sacrifice him. This was a terrible ordeal for
Abraham. It flew in the face of everything he had been preaching for many
years. It also made G-d a liar because G=d had said that fromgBraham would
spring a people dedicated to His ideals. How could this be possible if

Isaac weke sacrificed? Immediately afterwards we read about some obscure
details of Abraham's family. How his brother, Nahor, had children. What's
more why is this whole episode called the test of Abraham. After all, wasn't
it Isaac who was going to be sacrificed? I believe if we examine the Torah
portion carefully we can see what Judaism demands of a person if he is to jﬂ-

fill his or her potential.

According to the Greeks a person should be self-contained. The highest

state is to need no one aﬁé no thing. 16 intellectually contempLiﬁte the

first cake, to have complete control. The intellectual will is most important.
A man reaches his zenith through relationships. We need other people. We

are mutually dependent on each other. G-d has a relationship with us, too.

We only know G-d by His acts. How He acts toward us. Man is lifted to

levels of holiness only through his family, friends, etc., having relationships
with others. The intellectual will can and does distort man. The story of
Abraham's trial is to tell us that intellectual will is not the highest
achievement of man. Suppressing all emotions to further goals is wrong. It

can lead to terrible cruelties.

We Jews have been rightly labeled a sentimental people. Intellectual will

leads to Nazism, to suppressing all emotions so you can kill innocent people.
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Th{s‘type of courage is wrong. Abraham was told to stay his hand. Abraham
demonstrated that he had courage. But this courage was to be used in different
areas. In keeping and running a family, in relationships with friends and
associates. It's not easy. Many times you get hurt. That's why the details

of family is right after Akedah.

We also see this in the Avenu Malkenu. G-d first referred to as a father.
If you want to feel life first you must establish relationships, you must
have children, you must become a father, a mother. We know this. That's
why we're here on the High Holidays. After all, wouldn't it seem logical
that if we wanted to inspect ourselves we would do it at home in some quiet
corner, but, no, we come to Synagogue. Because we know we can do it better
here. We need people at times of joy and sadness in order to feel joy and
assuage grief. It is only in the company of people that we really are
ourselves. Book about Eastern European Jewry called Life is with people.
That's Judaism. It's hard to live with people. It takes courage. The
sounds of the Shofor to indicate this. - The Tekiah a sound of personal
achievement but in order to get to Tekiah Gedoclah the zenith of human
achievement must go through Shevoreem and Teruah which signfy broken, alarm,
calamity, fraction, and, also, hope. You must establish relations with ?Mly%ﬂ‘q
others and h% But it's also worthwhile. We must display courage

and work at relations. So many marriages fail because partners stop

working on them.

Story about fire breaking out in house. Husband wakes up, smells smoke.
Can't go out window, fire there. Go through door, lots of smoke. They're
on hands and knees. Wife stops, smiles at husband. "You know, this is
first time in five years we're going out together". Need to work on our

relationships to be happy, reach zenith of human achievement.




